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Talk With the President

A picture perfect September day at the Southington, CT., Drive-In set the stage for the 24th annual all-
Oldsmobile show.

By Jeff Walsh
President, NEOC

Another NEOC All- Oldsmobile Car Show is in the books! It was an awesome day all around as
the weather was about as perfect as it could be for mid-September with no humidity. Once
again we had a wide array of Oldsmobiles on display from all over the Northeast region. This
issue of Rocket Rumblings pays tribute to all the Oldsmobiles and their owners who made our
24th annual show so special.

We are still going through the financials for the show, however, | wanted to at least share with you that we had 96
Oldsmobiles on the show field!! A total of 97 registration packages were handed out, 70 registration forms were
handed in, 69 cars were judged and there was one no-show. It all made for one fantastic show.

Its was great to reconnect with some old friends and there were plenty of new faces and Oldsmobiles that we
have not seen at prior years' shows as well. In addition, we also had some "OCA Royalty" present as well. OCA

President Sal Barberi showed up with his beautiful '77 Cutlass and Northeast Zone Director Tom Aukzemas drove
in with his stunning Alero.

| would like to thank everyone who helped out in volunteering and/or planning the show. There are too many in-
dividuals to name and | would be afraid of accidently omitting someone, so | will just say a big thank you to every-
one who chipped in on some component of the show. Without your assistance, this show would never hap-

pen. All of the feedback I've received so far has been nothing but positive. Thank you for making our show a great

success once again! %

Page 2



Rocket News

A Show For the Ages

By Mark Misercola

If you had a good time at this year’s annual New Eng-
land Olds Club annual show and drove away with that
“good Olds feeling” you’re not alone.

There is something special about this event starting
with the Southington Drive-In for a backdrop, and it
just keeps getting better every year. It showcases and
celebrates some of the best Rockets in the country. It
recognizes the many unique Oldsmobiles that were
produced over the decades, along with judging clas-
ses that are distinct to just about every style, model,
and vintage that Oldsmobile ever produced.

Where else?

Think about that for a second. Where else besides
another Olds chapter show will you find an event
that knows how special your Rocket is?

Where else will your ‘77 Cutlass Supreme or ‘70 442
convertible be grouped together with similar vintage
Cutlass Supremes and 442 convertibles and judged
on its own merits?

| drove my 1960 Olds to the oldest classic car show
in Connecticut in August and found myself parked
next to a 1959 Cadillac and a 1960 Rolls Royce
(yes, you read that right, a Rolls Royce).
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The class | was in featured 1957-1962 models from both
sides of the Atlantic and there were some stunning clas-
sics in the field. The judges certainly took notice of the
Caddy’s 42-inch fins, and the Rolls’ stately Grey Poupon
looks and pedigree.

Both are outstanding classics and real testaments to
their owners. But what in the world was | doing camped
out next to both of these vehicles? In a head-on beauty
contest, my Oldsmobile isn’t going to win the crown.
Sour grapes? Not at all. Looks, fins, and price tags count
and I’ve made my peace with it. Sort of.

What do you do with an Oldsmobile?

Aside from the 442s, event organizers at most local clas-
sic car shows really don’t know what to do with Oldsmo-
biles. My ‘66 Toronado often gets lumped together with
Plymouths, Fords and just about anything from the mid
to late ‘60s that had hide-away headlights.

That’s not the case at the NEOC show. In fact, Toronados
have their own class, something you will never see any-
where else. And this year | had the pleasure of bunking
next to a ‘77 Toronado owned by Long Island’s Craig
Rubacha, and a nearly identical ‘67 Toronado owned by
Arlen Roth. The photo opp was priceless.

If you found yourself feeling at home in your judging cat-
egory on Sept. 19 keep in mind that it was no accident.
The founding fathers of the NEOC Chapter had the fore-
sight to recognize the disparity and lack of respect
Oldsmobiles often get and did something about it.

“That was the dream when this all started,” said Steve
Minore, when he accepted the Best in Show trophy at
this year’s event for his stunning gold, factory original ‘70
Cutlass W-31.

“Sometimes people don’t even recognize an Oldsmobile
when we drive into a show. We want to ensure that eve-
ry Olds had a place and judging category of its own. And |
think to a great extent we succeeded.”

Indeed they did. We all owe a big thanks to Steve and
the founding fathers of NEOC— Jeff Salinardi, Glenn
Johnson, Dave Richter, Glen Morris, John Lenihan and
Jean Roy — for creating a show where we can all feel like
we belong.

(Continued on page 13)



Here’s to the Winners

NEOC BEST OF SHOW CHOICE
CAR OWNER

1970 Cutlass W-31 Steve Minore

DON ROSS MEMORIAL AWARD
NEOC club member: Mark Misercola

APPRECIATION AWARDS
CAR OWNER

1949 88 Hot Rod Dave & Caroline Pavone
1974 Omega Jim Savage

1970 442 W30 Dan Duclos

1970 Rallye 350 Jon Gallicchio

2004 Silhouette Mike Panek

2004 Alero Tom Aukzemas
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Here’s to the Winners

2021 NEOC Car Show Results

Class #1---Stock, 1897-1963 all models ex. F-

85

CAR OWNER
1ST 1963 Starfire Winston Oakes
RU 1956 Holiday Richard King

RU 1956 88 Leo Bolduc

Class #2---Stock, 1964-1972 all models ex.
Toro, Cutlass, 442

CAR OWNER

1st 197098 Paul Orlando

Class #3---Stock, 1973-1987 all full size 88,98,

Custom Cruiser

CAR OWNER
1st 197798 George Hashem
RU 1976 98 Regency John Capone
RU 1987 Delta 88 George Gioggi

RU 1975 Delta 88 Mark Satlof

Class #3A---Stock, 1973-1980 all models ex

full size, Toro, 442, Hurst

CAR OWNER
1st 1977 Cutlass Peter Demetrion
RU 1977 Cutlass Sal Barberi

RU 1974 Omega Jim Savage
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Class #3B---Stock, 1981-1987 all models ex full
size, Toro, 442, Hurst
CAR OWNER
1st 1982 Cutlass Bob Warner
RU 1982 Cutlass Supreme Wayne Gilbert

RU 1983 Cutlass Supreme Ronald Kosarko

Class #4---Stock, 1988-present all models ex. To-

ro, 442, Hurst

CAR OWNER
1st 2004 Alero Final 500  Tom Aukzemas
RU 1995 Cutlass Tara Duclos
RU 1995 Cutlass conv. John Daddio
RU 1989 Cutlass Phantom  Don Mucci
RU 2003 Aurora Pavel Musiyenko
RU 1994 Cutlass John Daddio Jr.

RU 2004 Silhouette final 500 Michael Panek

Class #5---Stock, all Toro

CAR OWNER
1st 1966 Toronado Mark Misercola
RU 1977 Toronado Craig Rubacha

RU 1967 Toronado Arlen Roth

Class #6---Stock, 1961-1967 Cutlass, F-85
CAR OWNER

1st 1967 Cutlass conv. Ray Crochetieri



Here’s to the Winners

2021 NEOC Car Show Results ¢35 #12---stock, 1970-1972 442, w-30, W-31,

Hurst, Rallye, SX - Hardtop
Class #7---Stock, 1964-1967 442

CAR CAR

OWNER OWNER

1st 1971442 W-30 Greg Schaller

1st 1965 Cutlass 442 Shawn Demar

RU 1970 442 Brian Mecteau

RU 1966 Cutlass 442 conv. Spencer Nelson

RU 1970 Rallye 350 John Gallicchio

RU 1964 Cutlass 442 Ed Stuczko

Class #13---Stock, 1973-1987 442, Hurst
Class #8---Stock, 1968-1972 Cutlass, F-85

CAR OWNER
CAR OWNER
1st 1979 Cutlass Peter Alison
1st 1971 Cutlass Supreme Miles Mann
RU 1971 Cutlass conv. Paul Decker

Class #14---Modified through 1969
CAR

RU 1972 Cutlass conv. Eugene Persico

OWNER

1st 1969 442 Glenn Johnson

Class #9---Stock, 1968-1969 442, W-30, W-31,

Hurst - Convertible RU 1959 Dynamic 88

RU 1968 442

Frank Esposito

Billy Davis

CAR OWNER

RU 1965 Cutlass Bruce Plourde

1st 1969 442 conv. Dominic Lucibello

RU 1969 442 conv. Dean Berube

Class #15---Modified 1970-Present

CAR OWNER
Class #10---Stock, 1968-1969 442, W-30, W o
-31, Hurst - Hardtop 1st 1972 Cutlass 442 Chris Pizzi
CAR OWNER RU 1971 Cutlass Chas Evans
RU 1970 442 W-30 Tom Comer

1st 1969 H/O Dino Buongiorino

RU 1968 Cutlass Tim Trickett

Class #16---Seniors, previous 1st place winners

CAR OWNER

Class #11---Stock, 1970-1972 442, W-30,

Hurst, SX - Convertible 1st 1970 Cutlass W-31 Steve Minore

CAR OWNER RU 1984 Delta 88 John Lupo
1st 1971 442 W-30 Dave Mahar RU 1968 442 conv. Steve Innaimo
RU 1970 442 W-30 conv. Scott Platt RU 1953 98 conv. Don Jack
RU 1970442 W-30 A.. Leonard RU 1979 Cutlass Bob Mirto

RU 1970 442 W-30

Jack Ellsworth



NEOC Show Photo Gallery
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Hello Wisconsin! No it’s not the same 1969 Vista Cruiser from that ‘70s show, but its pretty close . This ’72 belongs to
an owner who identified himself only as “Little Bear.” Below, John Gallicchio’s 1970 Rallye 350 was a runner up in
Class #12 (Stock, 1970-1972 442, W-30, W-31, Hurst, Rallye, SX - Hardtop).




NEOC Photo Gallery

Above, Class 8 featured a dazzling array of 1968-1972 Cutlasses and F-85s. Below, a 1964 Dynamic 88 owned by
Martin Titus, was among the first full-size rockets in Class #1 (Stock, 1897-1963 all models ex. F85).




NEOC Photo Gallery

Leo Bolduc’s stunning two-tone 1956 Holiday 88 won a runner’s up award in Class # 1.
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NEOC Show Photo Gallery
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NEOC Show Photo Gallery

Dave Mahaar won First Place in Class #11 (Stock, 1970-1972 442, W-30, Hurst, SX - Convertible) with his stunning
Black Beauty 1971 Olds 442 W-30 4-Speed.




NEOC Show Photo Gallery

In 1968, the Delta Custom was one of the Oldsmobile’s most prominent luxury cruisers. This four-door beauty is
owned by Frank Murphy.
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Let’s Show ’Em

A Show for the Ages

(Continued from page 3)

And the good news is it continues to grow and evolve.
This year’s show had 16 judging classes encompassing
everything from Golden Rockets of the '50s and '60s

to F85s, Starfires, muscle cars and late model Aleros
and Silhouettes.

Chapter leaders based the current classifications on
the number of cars that were consistently showing up
each year. This isn’t always easy. For example, there
have been years when as many as six Toronados have
shown up for judging and other years when there has
been only one. Nevertheless, the current set up seg-
ments all the classes in ways that are fair and offer the
greatest number or awards.

Give the Golden Rockets a class of their own

Club officials are always open to suggestions. Here’
are two worth considering:

e Class 1 featuring Oldsmobiles from 1897 to 1963 is
too broad and should be divided up. The Golden
Rockets of the mid-"50s stand alone and shouldn’t
be competing with pre-war models or the lower
and less flamboyant models of the mid-'60s.

¢ Next, consider creating a special class for original,
unrestored Oldsmobiles that are driven to the
show. A few of them showed up this year and |
think there are more. Let’s give them a reason to
come out and show the world that Oldsmobiles
that have survived the test of time deserve to be
recognized too. The Antique Automobile Club of
America has a historical preservation of original
features category (HOAF) and we should too.

Welcome New Members

More new members signed up at or shortly before our
all Olds car show this year. | am always impressed with
the new interest and motivation of these and other new
members. Welcome all and hope to see you soon.

e George Goggi, member #438. George lives in Bristol
and owns a 1987 Delta Royale. He also received a
runner up award at our show!

e Wayne Laytin, member#439. Wayne lives in Wal-
den. N.Y., and is the proud owner of a 1965 Starfire
conv. (an Oldsy but a goody!)

o David Pavone, member #440. David and his wife
Caroline live in Haddam and tool around in their
1949 88 hot rod. They had the oldest car at our
show this year!

e Leo Bolduc, member #441. Leo owns a newly ac-
quired 1956 Rocket 88. Leo is looking for fellow
members who can help him find parts. He also re-
ceived a runner up award this year!

e Spencer Nelson, member #442. Spencer lives in
Londonderry N.H., and owns a 1966 Cutlass 442 con-
vertible. He is very happy that he received member
#442 along with his runner up award at our show.

Glen Morris
NEOC Secretary and Membership Coordinator

u..
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Craig Rubacha dedicated his runners up award in Class 5 to
his daughter, who died earlier this year at the age of 34. His
77 Toronado has given him something the focus on and
the strength to carry on. He made the trek from Long Island
on the Port Jeff ferry and back. In October, Craig’s Toro-
nado also won an AACA award Hershey in the HOAF cate-
gory. Craig has owned dozens of Toros over the years. He is
an inspiration to us all.



Rocket Retrospectives

Rocket Rumblings looks back every issue at some of the classic ads that rocketed Olds to fame over the decades .

Beneath that air-scooped, fiberglass hood
rumbles as large a V-8 as ever bolted into a
special-performance, production automobile.

Olds 4-4-2: The complete Escape Machine. The name of the
game is cubic inches. 4-4-2 packs 455 of them, standard! But this V-8 is more
than big. It's revolutionary. It features Olds' exclusive Positive Valve Rotators for
smoother, more trouble-free performance. Something else that's news —the
4-4-2 suspension with front and rear stabilizers. The imitators are popping

up faster than you can say “me too.’ The special hood? It's part of the new W-25
package you can order. Do so—while you'e still young enough to enjoy it!

m iile ... dkere '.‘;;ycvya./m»( /—a/ ‘/y«axzﬁ o THe.
\./é Zecerres "7""/7‘(/ f/zf /d.x/m, ( “'/rz ;?xﬂfw /fté ﬂ& W

A ) 7 7 Y ’ Z
gt Gal ftw (lide orling. pf gualiy, traflincanihepy ani Ltsgotmantt. .

> s . > P
(Yortt s glamotois /.}«/J/"@/A/ Lteiling ,-é/;//e IE st a2 ,mzﬁdywa&;(

S -‘-’//r.('mu' .‘.—' ¥ /(’1(.1" ?(/ /f'/ftiéc‘/&.»v/ % .’4(‘;(/ ,/?'/pmt, 4{‘;‘4 Jéé&v./

OLDSMOBILE

Oldsmobile: Escape from the ordinary.
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Rocket Chips

The Rocket Action cars are out front again!

Rocket Advertising
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Vintage Fluto Repair

860-633-3669

Earl Bancroft - President
Ed Chase - Manager
138 Welles St.
Glastonbury, CT 06033

Rocket Classifieds

'Afteryon'vewalkedoﬂwithallthehonora.
what do you do for an encore?

Meet Olds Toronado—'67 edltmn.
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For Sale: Sanborn Air Compressor, 5 HP,
single stage, 230 volt, single phase, 15
amp, 60-gallon tank. Runs well, upgraded
mine and don't really need two! $300
OBO. Jim 860-485-8788 Email:
Jim70442w30@aol.com
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For Sale: 1973 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme interior

HYDRA MAT C DRIVE door panels. Interior panels for 73 Cutlass Supreme 2-

door (red interior) including dash, upper and lower door

l

:‘& %/ : 5 P \\0‘ panels, front and rear kick panels, A-Pillar panels and

A% A\ . . .

e / W‘ ) s¥ Sail Panels. $300 for everything. Please contact Mike at
0//(/-(7/1” the mikbl@att.net.

Bl(,(.i ST Lml& OF CARS m OLDS. ‘IOI;’III- IIIST()RY'

If any club members have or work for a business that
would like to advertise in the newsletter, please email
me. Many members here WANT to take their pride and
joy to someone who understands the investment and
pride that we have in these vehicles.

Members are also entitled to one free classified ad per
issue. Insert a photograph for better results. Please
submit ads by the 15th of the month. Email submis-
sions are preferred, but snail mail is fine. If you need

"" p @ OLD SMOB I LE photos scanned and returned, please include a SASE.
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